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Swiss Center for Scientific Research
1. Created in 1951 as a platform for facilitate implementation 

of research activities for Swiss and European researchers

2. Became a Research Center in 2001 with a Diplomatic status 
under the Ministry of Research from Cote d’Ivoire and 
Secretary of State for Training, Research and Innovation in 
Switzerland

3. CSRS has now a regional mandate to promote 
implementation of high quality of research activities 
including training of African researchers

4. With what has been achieved so far, CSRS is now recognized 
as a center of Excellence in the African region 
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Vision & Mission

Vision
CSRS is a reference institution for research and training to research, 
an efficient platform for regional and international partnership 
generating evidences for science.

Mission
To Generate credible evidences and resources for science and 
development and used CSRS for individual and institutional capacity 
building in Africa and elsewhere. 
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 Conservation and Valorizat ion of Natural Resources
 Food Security and Nutrit ion
 Environment and Health 
 Governance, Societ ies and Economic Development

CSRS’ Research Groups
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Partenariats

https://naturalsciences.ch/
organisations/kfpe/11_prin
ciples_7_questions

https://naturalsciences.ch/organisations/kfpe/11_principles_7_questions
https://naturalsciences.ch/organisations/kfpe/11_principles_7_questions
https://naturalsciences.ch/organisations/kfpe/11_principles_7_questions
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Key CSRS Institutional components

12/03/2024

1. Foundation of CSRS
2. Executive BOARD (Conseil d’Administration: meet 

twice a year)
• MESRS (Côte d’Ivoire)
• SEFRI (Suisse)

3. Scientific Committee (meet each semester) 
• Members from Côte d’Ivoire
• Members from Switzerland & West Africa institution

4. Institutional Ethic Committee
5. Directorate 

• Direction of Research and Development
• Direction of Resources and Valorisation
• Direction of Finance and Administration
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Ressources financières
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Productive Partnership is a key of our strategies and survival
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• To reach such level, CSRS has worked hard to diversify his partners via grants obtained 
via competiting calls
 Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
 EDCTP 
 European Commission
 Wellcome Trust
 Innovative Vector Control Consortium (IVCC)
 NESTLE
 USAID
 Leprosy Research Initiative
 DNDi
 Other (UICN, African Academy of Science, Total Energies, BAYER, SYNGENTA, Novartis, Vestergaard…)

• Publications record in Peer-reviewed international Journal> 100 annually 

• Good Financial Grant Practices: Gold level
• Good Laboratory Practices

CSRS STRENGHTS
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CSRS STRENGHTS
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Did partnerships with Northern institutions contribute 
positively to leadership in many Southern institutions in 
many cases?

Answer = YES

However, let think about improvement in way forward, as 
our world is also changing in structural, finance, 
governance, etc... including health.

WHAT’S NEXT?
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Partnership with IVCC leads CSRS to….

GLP Accredited
More than 50 huts for Vector control products testing
 Involvement of Women in VC products testing
Safeguarding risk evaluation for good performance
VC products testing/ Evaluation
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Key role of CSRS in Côte d’Ivoire
 Lead of entomological data collection for country surveillance 

programs
 Evaluation of Durability of Nets following Mass campaigns
 Participation of country stratification process for decision 

making regarding to which intervention to be considered for the 
upcoming years.. 

 Board member of National VC committee for decision 
 Strong involvement in Various vaccine, One Health initiatives, 

etc.
 Strong involvement in NTD activities at research, evaluation, 

control and programs for the country
 Etc
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Partnership Plays a key role in Vector Control Cote d’Ivoire  

Ministries

Civil 
Society

Private 
sectors

In 
Country 
Partners

Research 
Institutes

NMCP

NATIONAL VECTOR 
CONTROL STEERING 

COMMITEE
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Is increasing of middle and high classes in Africa/ Côte 
d’Ivoire correlate with VBD re-emergence…?
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Partnership for improving use of intervention for 
elimination perspective to take into account in all settings

Control Elimination
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WHAT’S NEXT?

• As you could see, for CSRS it was a very long process. It took us a 
lot of time to recognize that something should be done

• That is why we were happy to be Invited by IVCC and the organizers 
in order to share our thoughts and to explore the innovative 
partnership actions (North-South & South-South collaborations) 
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Exemple of Proposition of Actions
Current Proposition Partnership actions

1 Southern research and academic not 
associated to development of the 
proposals and budget sometimes, or even 
if done, the budget is not fully shared

Work together on the full proposals since the beginning including budget 
development. Example of grant got (Call from IVCC to co-application to 
grant proposal and ANTICOV, COR-NTD MMDP & COR NTD LF 
Liberia etc…)

2 Northern institutions researchers refuse 
sometime to pay appropriate salaries to 
southern partners

Researchers from southern institutions should refuse to be involved in such 
projects as we should not be considered as data collectors

3 Northern partners are PI for a research 
project without having an equivalent in 
the Southern countries where the project 
is implemented

Southern institution should insist to have a nominated PI in country 
where the project is scheduled to be implemented

4 Some PI from northern institution did not 
speak the country language (English, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese) of the southern country

Northern partner should do an effort to learn the main language of the country 
where the project is scheduled to be implemented

5 Having PhD student or Postdoc from 
northern coming to southern countries to 
collect data

At CSRS this have been resolved and we agreed with our northern 
partners that each PhD or Postdoc should work equally with a southern 
PhD or Postdoc recruited in the same project
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Exemple of Proposition of Actions (2)
Current Proposition of actions

6 Requirement to have a researcher from the Northern 
institution even if we do not need to do so (SNF, 
Wellcome Trust in the past, Not anymore)

If a southern institution is required, then funding 
agencies must take additional steps to ensure 
collaborations between southern northern 
institutions are authentic and equitable (DFID). 

7 Require or consider publication only from in the big five 
academic publishers — Elsevier, Sage, Springer Nature, 
Taylor & Francis, and Wiley. Publications from southern 
journals are not counted

Work with key African universities to upgrade the 
recognition of few African journals as a starting point 

8 High cost to publish a manuscript in big five 
academic publishers limiting the ability for southern 
researchers to publish in such journals without 
associated northern partners

Sensitized the big five publishers to reduce 
drastically or exempted researchers from the south 
to pay the publication fees 

9 Lack of consideration for southern researchers 
publishing in low impact or indexed or local journals

Work for increasing the profile of local or regional 
journals where high quality of works are published

10 Lack of funds for the Southern collaborator to 
present the results at international conferences. 

In collaborative project, funds should be available 
to ensure that Southern researchers present the 
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KEY POINTS TO HIGHLIGHT 

CSRS experiences with Collaboration from Northern institutions: 
• Leadership in developing the research proposal
• Proposition of budget coming from the South
• Leadership in collecting the data 
• Leadership in writing the publications and taking first and senior positions 
with inputs from Northern partners 
• Choice of a new investigation product made by Southern researchers
• Key decisions moving forward are taken with participation and vote of 
southern partners
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CONCLUSION & NEXT STEPS

•Regarding next steps forward, IVCC could transform the outputs of this 
FORUM into actions/ recommendations 

• These actions will then be implemented together with the southern 
research institutions such as CSRS which has years’ of experiences in 
collaborating with Global partners across the world including Governments, 
Public-private partners, academia etc…

• Actions which will be defined or identified to effectively boost innovative 
collaboration and include all settings in decision. This should be put in a 
timeline and implemented accordingly
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
www.csrs.ch

Constant.edi@csrs.ci
+2250778701177 (Whatsapp)

http://www.csrs.ch/
mailto:Constant.edi@csrs.ci
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