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IVCC is looking for two partner facilities based in Sub-Saharan Africa to support testing of malaria vector control products. One partner will be based in Central or West Africa, and the other in South or East Africa.
The partner facilities must be GLP-compliant, or very close to GLP compliance, and should be able to carry out laboratory and semi-field activities. This includes tests such as insecticide susceptibility bioassays, tunnel tests, and experimental hut trials, and work with insecticide-treated nets and surface treatments.
IVCC wants partnerships that are fair, long-term, and collaborative. The aim is not only to provide testing services, but also to strengthen local leadership, ownership, and technical capacity.
Selected partners will work with IVCC on agreed annual workplans, budgets, data sharing, and reporting. The partnership will also include regular technical and governance meetings.
Applicants must have experience in vector control testing and quality systems. They should also show good due diligence and organisational responsibility, or a clear plan to improve these areas. Applications must be written in English and include a detailed budget in US dollars, submitted by 29th June 2026.

[bookmark: _Toc229579202]Résumé exécutif : Evaluation de produits en conditions opérationnelles

IVCC recherche deux structures partenaires basées en Afrique subsaharienne pour appuyer les tests de produits de lutte antivectorielle contre le paludisme. L’un des partenaires sera basé en Afrique centrale ou de l’Ouest, et l’autre en Afrique australe ou de l’Est.
Les structures partenaires doivent être certifiées conformes aux Bonnes Pratiques de Laboratoire (BPL / GLP), ou très proches de l’être, et être en mesure de mener des activités de laboratoire et en conditions semi‑opérationnelles. Cela inclus les tests de sensibilité aux insecticides (bioessais), les tests en tunnel et les tests en cases expérimentales, ainsi que des travaux sur les moustiquaires imprégnées d’insecticide et les aspersions de surface.
IVCC souhaite établir des partenariats équitables, durables et collaboratifs. L’objectif n’est pas seulement de fournir des services d’évaluation, mais aussi de renforcer le leadership local, l’appropriation des activités et les capacités techniques.
Les partenaires sélectionnés travailleront avec IVCC sur la base de plans de travail annuels convenus, incluant les budgets, le partage des données et les rapports. Le partenariat comprendra également des réunions techniques et de gouvernance régulières.
Les candidats doivent disposer d’une expérience avérée dans les évaluations de lutte antivectorielle et le contrôle de qualité. Ils doivent également démontrer une bonne gouvernance et une responsabilité organisationnelle solide, ou présenter un plan clair pour renforcer ces aspects. Les candidatures doivent être rédigées en anglais et inclure un budget détaillé en dollars américains, à soumettre au plus tard le 29 juin 2026.
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IVCC works with public, private, and academic partners to develop and optimise new and improved vector control tools for malaria. To generate robust evidence for product development and regulatory decision‑making, IVCC relies on high‑quality laboratory and semi‑field testing conducted in Sub‑Saharan Africa. 
Subsequently, IVCC is launching a call for partners, for GLP compliant vector control facilities in Sub‑Saharan Africa, to establish two equitable, long‑term partnerships (one in Central or West Africa, and one in South or East Africa) that can conduct laboratory and semi‑field testing, while jointly strengthening local leadership, ownership, and capacity in vector control product evaluation.
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 Partnership principles 

The intent is to establish an equitable partnership that supports high‑quality vector control product testing while strengthening local institutional capacity and leadership, key features include:
· Equitable partnership: IVCC seeks to avoid the risk of fostering reliance and instead support local ownership, leadership, and capacity across research, policy, and practice, from discovery through to access. This includes moving from “partnership in name” to “partnership in practice”, with African institutions in leading roles rather than acting solely as implementers.
· Core‑funded: The work at the facility should be led by core‑funded staff (technical and project management), to ensure continuity, institutional commitment, and resilience beyond individual projects.
· Joint governance: IVCC and the partner will hold regular technical and governance meetings to plan work, monitor progress, review capacity needs, and adjust the annual workplan as required.
· Mutual capacity strengthening: Capacity‑strengthening activities should respond to the partner’s needs while also aligning with IVCC portfolio needs.
· Any contract arising from this call shall be subject to a formal agreement that shall incorporate the terms and conditions contained within this call document.
· An example template of the agreement will be made available prior to the close of this call.

Partnership structure and governance

While details will be agreed with the selected partner, IVCC anticipates:
· A multi‑year (minimum 3 years) agreement, under which annual workplans and budgets are developed jointly and approved through agreed governance structures.
· Regular (e.g. monthly) technical and (e.g. quarterly) governance meetings to review progress, manage risks, and agree any changes in scope or priorities.
· Clear arrangements for data ownership, confidentiality, and sharing, reflecting both IVCC’s responsibilities to product developers and the partner’s institutional interests.
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· A Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) compliant vector control testing facility based in Sub‑Saharan Africa (SSA), with demonstrated experience in evaluating vector control products in line with World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines and Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs).
· Facilities working towards GLP accreditation, with robust quality management system aligned with GLP principles, may also be considered where accreditation is imminent, subject to evidence of progress and timelines.
· Applications may be submitted by a single facility and/or a joint application from a consortium of multiple facilities. Applications submitted by a consortium of facilities should describe the added value of their collaboration. Factors that IVCC would consider as added value:
· Access to different mosquito species and resistance profiles
· Geographic/climatic range
· Access to different experimental hut designs
· Applicants may also wish to include external experts to add specific expertise to your application. Please describe the added value these external consultants will bring to your application.
· Organisational structure: There should be a test facility manager and managers for each team. The test facility manager and the study director(s) will be the main contacts for IVCC.
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The work will combine elements of research and service provision. IVCC will fund agreed work packages, while maintaining a collaborative way of working, with shared planning and co-design, as appropriate.

 General characteristics

· Distinct and project linked: Activities will address specific questions linked to defined IVCC projects, primarily using established assays and methods (with limited method development where needed for new product types).
· Timebound delivery: Work will be delivered within agreed timelines to meet project requirements.
· Internally focused: Results will primarily support IVCC’s product development pipeline and decision making. Publication of results is encouraged, where confidentiality allows, but this is likely to be limited within current project timelines (predevelopment phases).
· Prioritisation and capacity: The agreement will include expectations around prioritisation of work for IVCC, reflecting the need to maintain an agreed level of testing capacity each year. IVCC will require priority access for IVCC projects, and awareness of non-IVCC activities conducted at the facility.

Scope of work

The scope of work is expected to include:
· Laboratory and semi field testing of IVCC and industrial partners’ chemistries and products, including Insecticide Treated Nets (ITNs) and residual surface treatments, as a minimum.
· Method development activities, where necessary, to establish suitable laboratory and semi field methods for assessing new active ingredients or product types within IVCC’s portfolio.
The agreement will set out an indicative number of laboratory and semi field trials each year, based on joint forecasting, with flexibility to adjust the volume of work (and associated budgets) in response to evolving research questions and priorities.

Laboratory trials

The partner should have facilities and systems to conduct, as a minimum and in line with WHO guidelines and SOPs:
· WHO tube bioassays for insecticide susceptibility and resistance monitoring.
· CDC/WHO insecticide bottle bioassays.
· WHO cone bioassays on insecticide treated materials (ITMs) and insecticide treated surfaces (e.g. mud, cement, wood).
· WHO tunnel tests on insecticide treated materials (ITMs), using live animals, following relevant ethical and animal welfare standards.

Laboratory facilities should also be suitable for:
· Washing net samples (WHO or CIPAC methods) for wash resistance, wash retention, and preparation of nets for semi field trials.
· Application of insecticide to treated surfaces (e.g. using a Potter tower or equivalent).
· Safe storage of treated surfaces in a controlled environment for residual efficacy trials. 
· Ability to perform mosquito behavioural assays, beyond the routine behavioural endpoints captured in standard WHO assays, is beneficial but is not a minimum requirement.

Semi field trials

· The partner should have capacity to conduct experimental hut trials (West African, East African, or other WHO accepted hut designs) in line with WHO guidelines and SOPs, with a minimum of 12 huts available at any one time.
· Access to closed semi field systems for release/recapture studies (e.g. large cage systems such as IACT, or equivalent) is beneficial but is not a minimum requirement.

Table 1. Estimated yearly IVCC requirements for laboratory and semi-field trials. This table shows the estimated required capacity by trial type, with indicative numbers of trials needed each year.
	Trial type
	Required capacity
	Number of trials

	Laboratory trials

	Insecticide susceptibility bioassays
	WHO tube bioassays and/or CDC bottle bioassays
	4

	ITN trial
	If required, application of insecticide, using an appropriate method

WHO cone bioassay and/or WHO tunnel test using appropriate mosquito strains

Appropriate storage and disposal of treated materials
	Up to 4 - 6 trials per year (depending on trial type)

	Residual surface treatment trial
	If required, application of insecticide, using a Potter tower or equivalent

WHO cone bioassay using appropriate mosquito strains

Appropriate storage of treated surfaces and disposal of insecticide
	

	Semi field trials

	ITN trial
	If required, washing of net samples (WHO or CIPAC methods)

Experimental hut trial (or other relevant semi-field trial) to assess efficacy

For quality control, WHO cone bioassay and/or WHO tunnel test using appropriate mosquito strains
	Up to 2 trials per year (depending on trial type)

	Residual surface treatment trial
	Application of insecticide to representative substrates (mud, cement) in huts

Experimental hut trial to assess efficacy

For quality control, WHO cone bioassay and/or WHO tunnel test using appropriate mosquito strains 
	



Additional capacity requirements

Mosquito Species
· Insectary capacity to maintain susceptible, resistant, and (optional) field‑derived mosquito strains in sufficient numbers to support planned testing activities.
· Capacity to characterise and validate insecticide resistance in laboratory strains and local vector populations which have been used for IVCC testing. Including resistance testing/selection, metabolic and target‑site resistance profiling, and species identification of field‑sampled mosquitoes, and production of a regular (i.e. quarterly) report which summarises this information. 
· Capacity to perform fitness testing on susceptible and resistant strains maintained in the insectary (e.g. mosquito weights, mosquito wing lengths).
· Minimum requirement: access to a standard laboratory susceptible strain of Anopheles, e.g. the Kisumu strain of An. gambiae s.s., and a characterized resistant strain of An. gambiae, An. funestus or An. coluzzii. Access to field sampled mosquitoes with a known resistance profile would be advantageous.

Chemical and physical analysis
· Access to chemical analysis (in‑house or via established third‑party arrangements) to support laboratory and semi field trials, including analysis of insecticide content and surface residues where required.
· Access to physical characterisation testing, such as RD score testing (in‑house or via established third‑party arrangements) to support laboratory and semi field trials.
· Systems for safe handling, transport, and disposal of dangerous goods (i.e. insecticide and chemical waste) in line with national regulations and good environmental practice.

Data storage, sharing & reporting 
· Systems for secure archiving of all paper-based and electronic documentation, including raw data, QA records, and reports, in line with GLP and institutional requirements.
· The partner should have systems in place to share trial results with IVCC in a timely manner (i.e. during monthly technical update calls). Including interim results and associated raw data (for example, in Excel or PowerPoint formats), and, at the end of the trial, full trial reports including the methodology and a summary of the results.
· Capacity to produce detailed statistical analyses and interpretation of the data, is beneficial, but not a minimum requirement. Where this is available, applicants should indicate the additional cost of preparing full analysis and interpretation, should IVCC request them.

Safeguarding of staff, students, volunteers, beneficiaries, and communities
· IVCC adheres to the FCDO Due Diligence Principles for safeguarding, covering the protection of institutional individuals (i.e. staff and students), as well as those we engage with throughout our work (e.g. community volunteers, trial participants, and beneficiaries receiving the products we evaluate and distribute).
· Applicants should demonstrate how they meet, or will work towards meeting, the FCDO’s six pillars of safeguarding due diligence. Further information is available here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfid-enhanced-due-diligence-safeguarding-for-external-partners
· Where appropriate, please include FTE to support this work in your budget.

Activities out of scope for this agreement

The following activities are not included within the scope of this partnership agreement but could be considered under separate agreements, if needed:
· Community‑level or epidemiological trials (e.g. cluster randomised trials, large‑scale community engagement activities, household surveys).
· Testing of topical repellents, spatial emanators, or other predominantly outdoor tools not currently prioritised within the IVCC portfolio.
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Timeline

	Activity
	Date

	Call for field product testing partners published
	18th May 2026

	Applicant Q&A meeting (online)
	26th May 2026

	Call submission deadline
	29th June 2026

	Shortlisting & follow up
	6th – 17th July 2026*

	Contact award (envisaged)
	July 2026

	Contract mobilisation (envisaged)
	July – December 2026



* If shortlisted, IVCC may contact you for a short interview or to ask a few follow-up questions by email.

How to apply

· Complete the call questionnaire in full.
· Return the completed questionnaire to IVCC’s Technical Services Manager, Natalie Lissenden using this email address: info@ivcc.com.
· Please ensure your email includes the subject line “Call for Partners: Field Product Testing”, or your application may be missed.


Application requirements

· All applications must be submitted by 23:59 GMT, Friday 29th June 2026.
· Late applications will not be accepted.
· IVCC may, in its absolute discretion, extend the deadline, and in such circumstances, IVCC will notify all applicants of any change by the fastest means possible.
· Applicants must adhere to the format of the call questionnaire. Please answer all questions as accurately and concisely as possible. 
· All applications should be returned in English.
· The applicant must include a detailed budget using the provided template. All figures must be quoted in US dollars ($), and overheads must not exceed 15% of direct costs.
· The applicant is responsible for making sure they have all the information they need to prepare their application, and that they understand the terms used in these documents. The applicant must also make sure they fully understand the work and responsibilities they will be taking on if their application is successful.
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· The call for partners process will be managed by the IVCC technical services manager, under the supervision of the IVCC leadership team.
· Each application will be reviewed by members of IVCC team who will prepare a summary for review by the call review panel. 
· The call review panel will be composed of selected members of the IVCC team, IVCC External Scientific Advisory Committee (ESAC), and external experts. Panel selection will consider conflicts of Interest. The review panel will aspire to be gender diverse.
· Applications will be assessed against the criteria set out below. These criteria are intended to help IVCC identify partners with the strongest overall fit for the programme of work. Applications should demonstrate sufficient strength across all criteria.
· The criteria and weightings will guide IVCC’s review of applications, but selection will also take account of the overall strength, complementarity, and strategic fit of each proposal in relation to the needs of the programme of work.
· Scores against the criteria may be refined following shortlisting & follow up.

	Criteria
	Relative importance Weighting

	Technical capability and resources
	High

	Partnership and communication
	High

	Academic and industry connections
	Medium

	Safeguarding
	Medium

	Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (ED&I)
	Medium

	Budget and value for money
	Important for overall assessment
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· IVCC will not pay any costs that an applicant or their sub‑contractors incur when preparing or submitting their application or taking part in this process.
· Confidentiality: If progressed to the shorting stage, if confidential information will be exchanged, applicants will be required to sign a mandatory Non-Disclosure Agreement. Strict confidentiality provisions will also be contained in any agreements entered into as a result of this process. 
· IVCC may seek clarification from applicants at any stage of the process where this is necessary to fully understand the information provided.
· IVCC may conduct entry level ethical, financial and safeguarding due diligence check on applicant organisation. These may be more in depth for shortlisted candidates.
· Use of Artificial Intelligence – AI tools can be used to improve the efficiency of your bid writing process; however they may also introduce an increased risk of misleading statements. Your submission should clearly identify any instances where AI or machine learning tools, including large language models have been used to generate written content, or support your bid submission.

[bookmark: _Toc229579210]If you have further questions

· IVCC will be hosting a virtual applicant Q&A meeting. This will be held at 11:00 BST (UK), Tuesday 26th May 2026. This session will be in English.
· If you would like to attend, please email IVCC’s Technical Services Manager, Natalie Lissenden (info@ivcc.com), and she will forward the meeting invite to you.
· Questions asked during the Q&A will be anonymised and posted for public view though the Call for Field Partners page on the IVCC Website.
· Any further questions relating to this call should be submitted directly to IVCC’s Technical Services Manager, Natalie Lissenden (info@ivcc.com). Please include the subject line “Call for Partners: Field Product Testing”, or your question may be missed.
· All questions regarding the content of this call must be received by IVCC no later than 23:59 GMT, Friday 29th May 2026 to ensure that responses are provided in a timely manner.
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