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Clarifying Questions  
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General questions 

1. Can you elaborate on the difference between the ‘Field Product Testing’ and ‘Field Research’ calls? 

The ‘Field Product Testing’ call will be product specific. i.e. The activities (lab or semi-field) could be work that IVCC needs conducting as part of one of our collaborations with an industry or manufacturing partners. The eventual aim being to achieve a WHO PQ listing of a product. 
The ‘Field Research’ call is more exploratory and cross-cutting; supports multiple projects and is relevant to the wider vector control community. It is not necessarily linked to one product partner.

2. Given that regulatory approvals for vector control research may vary across study types and countries, how does IVCC anticipate managing regulatory compliance for research activities where approvals are not yet in place, is this the responsibility of the applying partner?

For ‘Field Product Testing’, the work is mainly expected to progress up to the WHO PQ submission dossier stage. It is unlikely that IVCC would handle country-level regulatory approvals directly. That responsibility would normally sit with the manufacturing partner, who would work with the relevant partner(s) to secure the necessary approvals. Applicants should assume that regulatory compliance and approvals are primarily managed by the appropriate delivery partner rather than by IVCC.

Budget, funding & insurance

3. Is there a budget ceiling?

No, there is no budget ceiling. We are not setting one because we do not want it to limit or dictate the level of resources proposed. Applicants should determine the resources they need to deliver the work effectively We are looking for proposals that are efficient and offer good value for money, while also being realistic about the needs of the work and the strength of the partner delivering it.

4. Is the 15% overhead negotiable?

No, the 15% overhead is fixed. We are required to follow our donor’s rules, so this parameter cannot be negotiated.

5. How detailed and accurate does the budget estimate need to be at this stage?

At this stage, the budget is expected to be an informed estimate rather than a precise or final figure. Applicants should use the table of activities to guide their cost projections and clearly state any key assumptions underpinning their budget estimates.
The purpose of this budget is to help IVCC assess value for money and understand the level of resources required. It is not a fixed commitment. Budgets will be reviewed and refined in collaboration with selected partners during the contract mobilisation phase.
Budgets are also expected to remain flexible throughout the contract period. If the scope or number of activities changes over time, the budget may be adjusted accordingly. However, it is important to ensure that the proposed budget reflects at least the minimum level of resources required to maintain core capacity.

6. For experimental hut trials, should the budget be based on human participants or cows?

Please prepare the budget using human participants as the primary basis. If helpful, you may also include an indicative supplementary cost for the use of cows, but this should be clearly shown as additional and not assumed as the default basis for budgeting.

7. Will activities and funding come mainly through IVCC directly, or also through external donor and industry partnerships coordinated by IVCC?

For this call, the assumption is that the work will be funded as core funding for the field partner from IVCC. IVCC will fund the agreed scope of work directly, focused on delivery of testing or research activities. This does not prevent partners from also securing or undertaking work with other organisations. There is no exclusivity, and partners remain free to work elsewhere. However, we are asking partners to retain the capacity needed to support IVCC’s research and testing priorities.

8. Does the funding only cover IVCC projects?

We would also support capacity strengthening activities, if they were mutually beneficial. We would not support other non-IVCC project work i.e. activity or research for other groups.

9. In the partner questionnaire it states ”Please confirm whether you currently hold, or can obtain before the agreement starts, the appropriate insurance cover. Employers’ Liability Insurance is required for most employers and must provide a minimum of £5 million cover.” Can IVCC provide more information on this?

Employers’ liability insurance is intended to protect an organisation against claims from employees who may suffer injury, illness, or harm as a result of their work. The purpose of requesting this (or an equivalent arrangement) is to ensure that organisations have appropriate protection in place and can meet any liabilities that may arise during the project.
We recognise that this type of insurance may be known by a different name or structured differently depending on the country. In some cases, organisations may already have equivalent coverage in place without it being labelled as “employers’ liability insurance.” Where there is no formal policy framework in-country, organisations may consider whether existing protections, internal arrangements, or private insurance providers can offer comparable coverage.
Regarding the £5 million threshold, this is not a contractual requirement. Rather, our expectation is that partners hold appropriate and industry-standard insurance (or equivalent arrangements) relevant to the nature and level of risk associated with their work.
We would therefore recommend reviewing your current arrangements to determine whether equivalent coverage exists, and if not, considering options such as private insurance providers or other locally appropriate mechanisms.
The cost of insurance cover can be included in your application budget. Please ensure this is clearly labelled. 



Collaboration/consortium partnerships

10. Do all consortium partners need to have the policy documents requested in the partner questionnaire?

Application will be stronger from applicants where all consortium partners have all documentation or can show an implementation plan towards achieving this. However, we will not exclude applications from consortiums where all partners do not have all policies, as long as they meet all other eligibility requirements. We would advise the consortium to include in their application all the details they have available, and clearly highlight which institutions holds which documents/policy.

11. Is there a limit to the number of collaborators, 2, 3 or more?

There is no limit. However, your application should show the value of the collaboration and meet the other eligibility requirements of the call. 

12. Would a newly incorporated facility, but made of seasoned entomologist and project management experts, that intends to collaborate with established institution be acceptable?

Would encourage the applicant to submit as a consortium or collaboration if they meet the eligibility of the two calls. 

13. If we decide to apply for the IVCC call as a consortium and a member of the consortium is an industry partner, which is a private company also involved in product testing & selling, can they be part of the consortium that will apply for the IVCC call?

It is unlikely that this would be possible. It would be unprecedented for us to fund one of IVCC's industry partners to conduct work as part of our field partner call. Due to conflicts of interest and contractual agreements with our other industry partners. If you can elaborate or provide more information on the anticipated structure of this collaboration it would support your application.

14. Will IVCC encourage collaboration or cross-site study with the selected partner institutions?

Yes, it is likely that there will be some coordination and collaboration between the two successful partners, to allow us to conduct testing across different geographies. This is more likely to occur in the Field Product testing call but could occur in the Field Research call as well.

‘Field Product Testing’: Good Lab Practice (GLP) accreditation Questions

15. For the ‘Field Product Testing’ call for partners, if you are close to GLP certification, how do you evidence this?

Please note that GLP accreditation is expected to be in place before the commencement of project activities. Facilities that are close to accreditation should therefore demonstrate sufficient assurance that certification will be achieved before January 2027.
To evidence that you are close to achieving GLP certification, please provide clear details on your current progress and readiness. This should include:
· Your stage in the accreditation process (e.g. whether you have engaged with the relevant accreditation body, such as SANAS).
· A summary of the steps you have completed to date.
· Confirmation of key systems already in place, such as a quality manual and supporting procedures.
· A realistic and detailed timeline outlining the remaining steps and expected date of accreditation.

16. Instead of GLP, would ISO-type accreditations be accepted for the ‘Field Product Testing’ call? 

IVCCs preference is for GLP-accreditation. The reason for this is because the data from the ‘Field Product Testing’ call is for WHO-PQ dossiers, which require data to be produced from GLP accredited facilities. We would need to establish with WHO PQ if ISO accreditation would be accepted. Please provide as much detail as possible on the ISO accreditation your facility holds, and we will review it during the assessment process.
If you do not hold GLP or ISO accreditation, you will not be eligible for the ‘Field Product Testing’ call.

“Field Research” Questions

17. For the call for ‘Field research’, we don’t require GLP, but what do we need to show instead?

GLP accreditation is not required, but partners must demonstrate systems aligned with Good Laboratory Practice (e.g. a quality manual, SOPs, staff training records, data management systems, and internal quality assurance).

18.  Do potential research topics need to be mentioned as part of the ‘Field research’ submission? 

No, they do not need to be mentioned. These topics are generally key unanswered question that arise for IVCC, our industry partners, or the wider vector control community. We will be open to suggestion from the awarded Field parter on potential topics, and we will agree on what topics to progressing during the duration of the agreement. If your facility has specific topics or areas that you have expertise in, it would be good to evidence this in your application.

19. What areas of ‘expertise’ is IVCC interested in from facilities?

All topics should be related to vector control, and vector control tools – specifically IVCCs core area; ITNs, IRS, Spatial Emanators and outdoor tools. If you have a specific area of expertise that you think could be relevant to IVCC then feel free to include this.

20. If the evidence for some work is not yet published but it’s in the pipeline of publication, how do we evidence this?

Publication pre-print and near final submission drafts could be included, but applications will be stronger from institutes who provide evidence from peer-reviewed journals. For pre-prints, please include links to these in your application. For near final drafts, please attach these to your application and provide information on your submission timeframe and targeted scientific journal – we can maintain confidentiality of the documents you upload.

Administrative questions

21. Concerning the number of personnel involved in the project, does it include those at the managerial level and administrative staff?

Yes, for questions related to 'key personnel' we require you to share information on all the staff that will be core funded. It includes all personnel who will be involved in delivering this work - technical, managerial and administrative. 
For questions related to ‘key personnel’ that are technical, this is likely to be study director level, QA specialists, or equivalent. 

22. Is supporting evidence able to be included with application? It may be difficult to use email for large attachments, what should we do if we cannot attach files/supporting evidence?

IVCC would encourage you to either (1) include all the information as a zip file and attach this to your application or (2) use cloud servers or hosting sites for large documents i.e. Google Drive, if you cannot attach these to an email. If you are using a hosting site, please ensure you reference this in your application and provide access to the IVCC “info@ivcc.com” email address.

23. Is there a word limit?

No, however we encourage applicants to be clear and succinct in their applications.

24. Is there a CV Template to use? 

No, we do not require a specific format for CVs and have not requested CVs as part of the application process. If this is to support the expertise of key personnel, the information we would be interested in them including would be; publication lists, input into policy documentation. employment history and training, and educational history. Support evidence for this could be examples of publication that your institute has worked on in recent years, or grants you have been collaborated on.

25. How quickly after selection does IVCC expect partnership activities to begin?

We anticipate contracts to be awarded in July 2026, with finalising of scope/workplans between July – December 2026. We anticipate activities to begin in January 2027. 

26. Can we reach out to IVCC over the course of the application for further clarifications if they arise?

Yes. Any questions submitted by the 29th of May will be included in the Q&A document. After this date, IVCC will endeavour to respond to queries ahead of the call deadline, but please note that the later a question is submitted, the less likely it is that IVCC will be able to provide a timely response. Please submit questions to the info@ivcc.com email address and include “Call for Field Partners” in the subject line so these can be easily identified.

27. Can you share the slides?

Yes, the Q&A session presentation will be included on the call for partners page with the Q&A document.

End of document. 
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